
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Political Cartoon Analysis:  A Nauseating Job, But It Must Be Done 

 
1. Time - What time period is this cartoon from?   

2. Place - Where is or could the cartoon taking place at? 

3. Audience – Who is the target of the author’s message?  Why? 

 

4. Content – Describe the content/action of the cartoon. 

 

 

 

5. Purpose – What is the author’s purpose? 

 
6. Elements of the cartoon:   
 

A. Identify three symbols used in the cartoon and their meaning. 
 

1.  

2.  

3.  

B. Exaggeration - Identify and explain the areas where the author used exaggeration to make a point. 
 
 

C. Irony - Is the cartoon ironic? How so? 
 

 
D. Analogy - Explain how analogy is used in the cartoon? 

 
 

E. Captions/Labeling – List the labels or captioning in the cartoon? Explain what the labels  and captions 
tell you about the cartoon. 



 
Your Turn:  Political Cartoon Analysis:  Who Stole The People’s Money? 
 
1. Time - What time period is this cartoon from?   

2. Place - Where is or could the cartoon taking place at? 

3. Audience – Who is the target of the author’s message?  Why? 

 
4. Content – Describe the content/action of the cartoon. 
 
 
 
5. Purpose – What is the author’s purpose? 
 
 
6. Elements of the cartoon:   
 

a. Identify three symbols used in the cartoon and their meaning. 
 
 
 
 

b. Exaggeration - Identify and explain the areas where the author used exaggeration to make a point. 
 
 

c. Irony - Is the cartoon ironic? How so? 
 
 

d. Analogy - Explain how analogy is used in the cartoon? 
 
 

e. Captions/Labeling – List the labels or captioning in the cartoon? Explain what the labels  and captions 
tell you about the cartoon. 

 


